Natural killer cell activity is reduced in patients with severe forms of inherited epidermolysis bullosa.
Natural killer (NK) cell activity was evaluated in 34 patients with inherited forms of epidermolysis bullosa (EB). While the NK activity of EB simplex patients did not differ from that of control subjects, persons with more severe forms of EB demonstrated significant reductions in NK activity. The degree of this reduction was directly related to the severity of the skin involvement by EB with recessive dystrophic EB patients having the lowest NK activity. The absolute number of cells bearing NK surface markers in the peripheral blood of patients with recessive dystrophic EB did not differ from that of normal control subjects. This reduced NK activity may be at least partially responsible for the occurrence of septicemia in some persons with severe forms of EB and for the development of metastatic squamous cell carcinoma in patients with dystrophic EB.